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The U.S. Lacks a National Transportation StrategyThe U.S. Lacks a National Transportation Strategy

The U.S. has not had a strategic plan for our transportation The U.S. has not had a strategic plan for our transportation 
system since President Eisenhower set out to create the system since President Eisenhower set out to create the 
interstate highway system in the 1950interstate highway system in the 1950’’s.s.
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A Transportation System not Keeping A Transportation System not Keeping 
Pace With DemandPace With Demand

Traffic congestion costs the economy $78 billion every year.Traffic congestion costs the economy $78 billion every year.

HighwaysHighways
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A Transportation System not keeping 
pace with Demand

There are 233 bottlenecks in 33 states and the District of Columbia where 
drivers experience at least 700,000 hours of congestion related delay 
annually.

HighwaysHighways
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A Transportation System not Keeping A Transportation System not Keeping 
Pace With DemandPace With Demand

Total freight transportation demand will increase by 92 percent Total freight transportation demand will increase by 92 percent by 2035.by 2035.

FreightFreight
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1,4371,437
6,1656,165(TEUs in 

thousands)

20202020
20042004

HoustonHouston
1,0101,010 2,1522,152

MiamiMiami

2,0432,043 3,3823,382

OaklandOakland

4,4784,478

15,83515,835

NY/NJNY/NJ

1,8091,809
5,5665,566

VirginiaVirginia

1,8601,860
6,6396,639

CharlestonCharleston

1,7981,798
4,3964,396

TacomaTacoma

1,7761,776 2,5572,557

SeattleSeattle

1,6621,662

9,4209,420

SavannahSavannah

A Transportation System not Keeping Pace With 
Demand

*    Forecast figures are based on an unconstrained 10-year linear regression, and do not reflect the 
expected capacity of each port in 2020.  

LA/LBLA/LB

59,42059,420

13,10113,101

Volume of trade 2004 (actual) v. 2020 (unconstrained)*

PortsPorts
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A Transportation System not Keeping A Transportation System not Keeping 
Pace With DemandPace With Demand

Aviation congestion costs the U.S. economy $9.4 billion per yearAviation congestion costs the U.S. economy $9.4 billion per year due to due to 
passenger delays and that cost could reach $20 billion by 2025.passenger delays and that cost could reach $20 billion by 2025.

AviationAviation
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A Transportation System not Keeping Pace With A Transportation System not Keeping Pace With 
DemandDemand

By 2025, without planned improvements, as many as 27 airports and 
roughly 15 metropolitan areas will be capacity constrained.

AviationAviation
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Existing LongExisting Long--Range Range 
Transportation Planning Transportation Planning 

RequirementsRequirements

Only addresses highway and transit needs.Only addresses highway and transit needs.
Lacks clear objectives and strategic goals.Lacks clear objectives and strategic goals.
Yields dramatically different documents from state Yields dramatically different documents from state 
to state.to state.
Does NOT facilitate the creation of a National longDoes NOT facilitate the creation of a National long--
range transportation plan.range transportation plan.



1010

National Strategic Transportation National Strategic Transportation 
Plan ProposalPlan Proposal

Use the existing 20Use the existing 20--year state highway and transit transportation year state highway and transit transportation 
planning requirements as a base to create a multimodal National planning requirements as a base to create a multimodal National 
Strategic Transportation Plan.Strategic Transportation Plan.

Require states to include all transportation modes where applicaRequire states to include all transportation modes where applicable ble 
in their longin their long--range planning process.range planning process.

States are grouped into regions and the states in each region idStates are grouped into regions and the states in each region identify entify 
projects that have multiprojects that have multi--state impacts.  Each region also works to state impacts.  Each region also works to 
ensure consistency and interconnectivity between transportation ensure consistency and interconnectivity between transportation 
projects and strategies.projects and strategies.

Representatives from each region and the Secretary of Representatives from each region and the Secretary of 
Transportation use the work done on the state and regional levelTransportation use the work done on the state and regional level to to 
create a National Strategic Transportation Plan.create a National Strategic Transportation Plan.
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